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Brett and Theresa had previously planted 240 ha of Cunningham, which had been consistently decimated 
by psyllids, so the opportunity to trial the Redlands variety was a welcome one. 
 
32ha of Redlands was planted on 2nd and 3rd February 2018, in 10m twin rows with one metre spacing 
between the rows. 
 
Details of the ground preparation and plant were: 

Planting Date: 2 – 3 February 2018 
Site Preparation: Offset Disc 4 times; Ripped 400 mm deep. Guidance for Rows. 
Planter: Norseman planter - double row, double press wheel, double disc openers with 

precision depth control utilizing GPS 2 cm variation auto steer.  This enabled 
planting at a consistent depth.  

Row Spacing: 10 m twin rows 1 metre spacing between the rows. 
Seed Rate: 1.8 kg per ha. Seed spacing 75 mm 35 mm depth. 
Fertiliser: Single Superphosphate (Incitec) 

Composition: P 8.8% S 11% 
Applied: at planting 2 – 3 February 2018 
Implement Used: 3 point linkage fertiliser box with the 2 spinners removed. 
Product Rate: 100 kg / 150 kg per planted ha. 29 rows x 800 m x 2m = 46,400 
sqm / 10,000 = 4.64 ha planted row. 

Herbicide: No herbicide applied at planting due to equipment malfunction and pending 
rain event 

Germination: 50%  

Gaining Resilience with Leucaena 
Brett and Theresa Blennerhassett 

Goshen Station, Mount Garnet
 

The potential to reduce the turn off time of their 
live export and feeder cattle was the catalyst for 
Brett and Theresa Blennerhassett ‘Goshen Station’ 
at Mount Garnett to participate in the MLA 
Producer Innovation Fast-Track program ‘Redlands 
for Regions’ with The Leucaena Network. 
 
Redlands, the new psyllid tolerant leucaena 
variety, was officially launched in May 2019 but 
not before Brett and Theresa were one of six 
producers who trialed the variety to verify 
establishment capacity. 
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The original planting depth of 35mm was found to be too deep for optimum germination and this was later 
amended to 10 – 15mm. 
 
Brett credits good germination with consistent seed depth, something the planter was able to achieve. 
 
“Depth of the seed at planting is one of the critical factors in the successful establishment of leucaena,” 
Brett said.  “We found that even an additional 10 to 15mm hindered the seedlings ability to break through 
the soil.” 
 
“Planting depth is dependent on each situation, soil type and characteristics.” 
 
The initial trial achieved a germination of 50% however concurrent Redlands plantings at the shallower 
depth of 10-15mm resulted in a germination of 70%. 
 
Weather conditions and mechanical issues did not allow for the application of herbicides at planting or 
within the first month after planting however both chemical and mechanical control measures were 
implemented for maintenance of the growing leucaena.  
 

Maintenance 
 
Fertiliser 
Application: 

CK66S  
CK66S applied due to insufficient Phosphorous being applied at 
planting. 
Applied: 12 / 04/ 2018 (9 weeks after planting) 
Implement Used: 3 point linkage fertiliser box with the 2 spinners 
removed. This allows the fertiliser to drop directly on top of the plant. 
Product Rate: 284 kg / ha 
Depth: Subsurface at 54 mm 
 
Single Superphosphate (Incitec) 
Composition: P 8.8% S 11% 
Applied: 13-14/6/18 
Implement Used: 3 point linkage fertiliser box 
Product Rate: 500 kg/ha 
 
Single Superphosphate (Incitec) 
Composition: P  8.8% S 11% 
Applied: January 2019 
Product Rate: 180 kg/ha 
Implement used:  Broadscale over the entire paddock 
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Herbicide 
Application: 

Spinnaker 700 WDG Application (BASF) 
Active Ingredient: 700 g/kg Imazethapyr 
Applied: 12/04/18 
Implement Used: Sprayer fitted at rear of the leucaena planter. Band 
sprayed at a width of 3 metres over the plants 
Product Rate: 140 g/ha 
Water Rate: 160 L/ha 
 
Verdict 520 Application (DOW) 
Active Ingredient: 520 g/L haloxyfop (present as haloxyfop-R 
methylester) 
Applied: 12/04/18 
Implement Used: Sprayer attachment fitted at rear of the leucaena 
planter. Band sprayed at a width of 3 metres over the plants. 
Product Rate: 800 mL / ha 
Water Rate: 140L / ha 

Mechanical Weed 
Management: 

April 2018 - Used grubber / cultivator / scuffler to cultivate weeds and 
grass fromthe inner row and outer to one metre, just prior to spraying 
with 
Spinnaker. 
January 2019 – offsetting between the rows for weed control. 

 
The leucaena trial on Goshen Station benefitted from consistent rain with a total rainfall of 1834 recorded 
in the sixteen months from planting in February 2018. 
 
Grass pastures were planted between the leucaena rows in late January 2019 at a rate of 2.5 kg/ha Callide 
Rhodes, 2.5 kg/ha Bissett and 1 kg/ha Secca Stylo.  Favourable weather conditions in the four months 
following resulted in excellent establishment and pasture growth. 

 
                                

 

  

177 weaners were put into the trial paddock and the 
additional 32ha Redlands for five weeks in May 2018.  
After five weeks, 90 head were removed and Brett 
expects the remaining 87 to stay in the paddocks for up 
to 12 months. 
“It’s a no brainer – the results on leucaena’s ability to 
boost productivity are clear,” Brett said. 

“We believe Redlands is the pathway to turning off our 
steers and heifers 6–12 months earlier. It’s all about 
weight-for-age in northern beef. 

“You want to own these cattle for the least amount of 
time, but it’s also about getting yourself into a situation 
where you have some resilience when the harder times 
come.”  

 

 

  

Field day at ‘Goshen Station’ April 2019 


