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Ladies Who Leucaena!  Linda Birch, Robbie Curtis, Nikki Macqueen, Deb Reid, Sally Terry and Nellie Macqueen

at the Millmerran Field Day

 

Chairman's Word
 

Wow! There is nothing like finishing off the year with a bang and that is certainly
how The Leucaena Network is finishing 2020! Since the very successful
Conference in September, the Network has held several well-attended and
well-regarded workshops and field days including an Introduction to Leucaena
workshop hosted by Bill and Nikki Macqueen at Millmerran; an Introduction to
Leucaena Workshop at Innisfail, hosted by DAF Mareeba; and a Field Day to
showcase the successful establishment leucaena plantings at Blackbull Station
in the Northern Territory, hosted by Logan Reid and team of Blackbull Station
and co-organised by the NT DPIR.  The Network will round out the year with a
workshop with the Fitzroy Basin Association on strategies for successful and
responsible leucaena and pasture plantings.
Despite the challenges of this year, which have been well documented, some
enforced quieter time mid-year enabled the Network to develop the highly
regarded new website www.leucaena.net as well as an updated Introduction to
Leucaena.  Following on from this, the Network is currently working on updated
case studies and Fact Sheets to assist the increasing number of enquiries we
are receiving. 
2021 will again see the Network out and about, working to ensure that all
interested in leucaena are receiving qualified information and assistance about
responsible leucaena plantings.  
Thank you to all our Network Members for your ongoing support - your
membership subscriptions form the backbone of our funding arrangements and
enable us to continue to provide a valuable service to the industry through
information provision, research and extension.
Wishing everyone a very happy and safe Christmas and a prosperous and wet
start to 2021!
Regards

Hugh Rea
Chairman – The Leucaena Network
 



Fairview Liveweight Gain Trial
The Leucaena Network is very pleased to be a part of the team undertaking a
Live Weight Gain Trial at Bruce and Lucinda Mayne's 'Fairview' Calliope. Bruce
and Lucinda are experienced leucaena producers, commencing their leucaena
journey at their property in the Carnarvon CQ region more than 20 years ago.  

Bruce and Lucinda have partnered with The Leucaena Network, DAF, Nutrien,
McKinlay Cattle and Land Agricultural and Pastoral consultant, Ross Newman
and Qld Beef Consultancy to demonstrate the weight gains that could be
achieved by coastal bred cattle, in coastal conditions, through a grazing trial at
‘Fairview’ Calliope.

Three graziers from the region have provided a total of one hundred weaner
steers of which 80 will be grazed on Fairview’s Redlands Leucaena plantings
for a period of twelve months.  The Leucaena has inter-row pastures of Signal
grass. The remaining 20 head will be run for twelve months on mainly native
grass pastures and Seca stylo with Hymanacne available around a large
lagoon. Cattle on the grass only pastures will be supplemented with dry season
protein.  Cattle for the trial were generously provided by Ed and Kara Quinn of
‘Voewood’; Phillip and Clare Mann of ‘Wycheproof’ and Will and Kate Wilson of
‘Calliope Station’.

The cattle were inducted into the trial in May this year and will be presented for
sale at the CQLX 2021 Special Weaner and Feeder Sale in June 2021.

The cattle have been weighed three times since induction with the most recent
weigh in at 175 days on 20 November 2020.  Weight gain to date over the 175
days has been an average of 98.7kg for those mobs on leucaena compared to
the 32kg for the grass fed cattle.  The average daily weight gain from leucaena
has been .564kg per day.  Grass only weight gains have been at an average of
.183 kg/day.

A more in-depth analysis of the trial and weight gains achieved to date will be
provided at the Fairview Field Day to be held on Saturday 20th February 2021.
More details to come in early 2021.



Blackbull Station Field Day
Manager Logan Reid and team of Blackbull Station, Douglas Daly NT hosted a
very informative and entertaining NT Leucaena Establishment Producer
Demonstration Site workshop and field day on Wednesday 4 November 2020.
More than 40 people were present with a range of graziers, agronomists,
extension, banking, local agricultural organisations and service providers in
attendance. Attendees gathered in the shed at Blackbull to escape the heat and
hear from Logan about Blackbull's leucaena successes and challenges; Bruce
Mayne of Mayne Seeds about alternative ways of leucaena establishment;
Bron Christensen of The Leucaena Network on the basics of leucaena; and
Peter Shotton of DPIR's Douglas Daly Research Station on leucaena
establishment in the NT and live weight gain trials undertaken on the DDRF.
The workshop component was rounded out with a very educational and



entertaining presentation from Chelsea Jarvis and Emily Hinds of the Northern
Australian Climate Program - what can we say, there was interpretative dance
and the Southern Oscillation Index will never be regarded the same way again!

A paddock visit to earlier established leucaena and the trial plantings of
Redlands, Cunningham and Wondergraze at different row spacings enabled
the attendees to see and hear first hand of Blackbull's planting and
establishment experiences.

The afternoon culminated in a barbecue and a few drinks, providing all with the
opportunity to follow up on any questions from the day and enjoy some down
time. Thanks to all who attended, all who presented and especially to Logan
and Jenna and team at Blackbull Station for hosting us.



Catching Up....
The visit to the Northern Territory provided the Network with the opportunity to
catch up with two more of the MLA funded NT Establishment Trial producers -
Brett and Suzanne Gill of Malilangwe and Tony Hayne of Douglas Station.
Peter Shotton and Alex Peachy of DPIR joined Bron Christensen of The
Leucaena Network and Bruce Mayne of Mayne Seeds (who joined us for the
Blackbull Station Field Day as a guest speaker) visiting Brett and Suzanne and
Tony on their respective properties, with the opportunity to view the proposed
planting sites. We look forward to seeing them in a few more months (seasons
willing!) with beautiful rows of fledgling leucaena!



Innisfail Introduction to Leucaena
Workshop

The Leucaena Network and DAF presented a very informative Introduction to
Leucaena workshop at Innisfail on Wednesday 20 October 2020.  The
workshop provided a prime opportunity not only for many local graziers, but
also for those in horticulture and cane who were looking to diversify, to find out
the best practice for establishment and management of leucaena. The
attendees heard the basics of good leucaena establishment with Craig Lemin of
DAF Mareeba and then had the opportunity to hear the first hand successes
and challenges of experienced leucaena grazier Brett Blennerhassett whilst
Paul Massey shared his plans for leucaena. Erica Hughes of the University of
Southern Queensland's Climate Mate program was also on hand to provide an
overview of interpreting weather forecasts for better property management. All
in all, a very productive morning and thanks to all who attended!

 





Millmerran Introduction to
Leucaena Workshop

 

Interest in leucaena as a profitable grazing system was high in the Millmerran
region as more than 35 graziers attended an Introduction to Leucaena field day
at Bill and Nikki Macqueen’s property ‘Murralah’ on Saturday 10th October
2020.

The field day, organised by The Leucaena Network and kindly hosted by the
Macqueen family provided attendees with a comprehensive overview of the
strategies for successful leucaena establishment and management as well as
the opportunity to hear from Bill and Nikki about their leucaena journey and
view Murralah’s plantings across different landscapes and establishment times.

The Macqueen family commenced their leucaena plantings in 2009 and
currently have 200 ha fully established with an additional 50 ha planted this
year and a planned 150 ha of future plantings. 

Whilst the Macqueens are pleased to note the additional weight gains they
have achieved by incorporating leucaena into their grazing systems, one of the
key reasons for introducing leucaena was for its environmental benefits,
particularly the improvements to soil health and structure.



“The opportunity to create a diverse pasture that can fix nitrogen and return it
back to the soil as well as increasing soil carbon through increased biomass,
was one of our key reasons for planting leucaena”, Billy said.

“We have gone a little outside the recommendations for planting leucaena and
have actually had good success in planting some of it in shallower topsoil,
sloping and rocky country.

“Leucaena has turned some of our marginal cropping country into productive
grazing land, allowing us to put more kilos of beef on per hectare whilst
improving the quality of our soil.”

The Leucaena Network’s Vice-President Craig Antonio believes days such as
the field day at Murralah are essential to provide interested graziers with the
right information about how to grow and manage leucaena.

“A key message that came through on the day from Billy was that anyone
considering leucaena needs to ensure they have suitable soil and climate and
are prepared to undertake the necessary site preparation, are aware of the
planting requirements, provide the plant with sufficient establishment time and
continue to manage it throughout the years,” Craig said.

“The Network is providing a unique opportunity for potential leucaena graziers
to hear the proven theory about establishment leucaena, coupled with the real-
life experiences of graziers like Billy and Nikki who provided a very frank and
open assessment of their successes and challenges in establishing their
leucaena pastures.” 







MLA Beefing It Up...
MEAT & Livestock Australia (MLA) has launched a new three-part video series
as part of the latest Australian Beef Summer campaign.

The videos will provide useful tips, tricks and recipe inspiration to help
Australians take their BBQ pride with Aussie Beef to the next level this summer.
 In addition to ‘The Beef BBQ Squad’ content across social channels, the
campaign includes Aussie Beef recipe content across digital media and a
partnership with Taste – with a Beef recipe gallery providing meal ideas for the
family and supporting premium steak cuts to align with retail promotions in
store.

View the content at  https://www.australianbeef.com.au/campaigns/beef-bbq-
squad/ 
                                          

https://coxinall.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87f4462512400a53a67349d86&id=e6076852aa&e=8ec3a09d14
https://www.australianbeef.com.au/campaigns/beef-bbq-squad/%C2%A0


What's Coming Up....

9 December 2020            Northern Breeding Business NB2 Launch and
Webinar
20 February 2021             Fairview LWG Trial Field Day
30 March 2021                 Pinnarendi Field Day
1 - 4 March 2021              NT Farmers Food Futures Conference
25 - 26 March 2021          Northern Territory Cattlemen's Association
Conference
2 - 8 May 2021                 Beef 2021
June 2021                        CQLX Special Weaner and Feeder Sale
                                        (Fairview Trial Cattle)









The Leucaena Network wishes you a very happy
and safe Christmas and a prosperous (with a bit

of precipitation!) start to 2021




