
 
 

NETWORK NEWS -APRIL 2021 

The Leucaena Network enjoyed the opportunity to host a site at last month's NTCA Conference in Alice 

Springs attended by more than 500 delegates 

Chairman's Word 
With less than two weeks to go until one of Australia’s premier red meat events, Beef 
2021 commences in Rockhampton, the Network is busy organising our trade stand 
and we look forward to catching up with everyone over the five days. Since the very 
successful Fairview Field Day back in February, the Network has  had a visible 
presence at the Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association (NTCA) Conference, 
DAF’s Pinnarendi / Whitewater Field Day and the Etheridge Shire Council’s ‘Gilbert 
River Agricultural Forum’. Attendance at these events has provided the Network with 
the opportunity to present current and relevant information about leucaena as well as 
liaising with producers, service providers, researchers, complementary industries and 
the local communities. We are very appreciative of these opportunities and look 
forward to expanding our range of ‘connection’ further in the future. 
In the short term though, we look forward to having a chat with everyone at Beef! 
Regards  
Hugh Rea 
Chairman – The Leucaena Network



Beef! 
The Network has an extensive range of resources available for visitors to our 
site at Beef2021. You can find us at Site OP82 in the Town Precinct. We will 
have experienced producers on site for you to chat to as well as a schedule of 
service providers who will be available at certain times. 
Drop your business card (or fill out the attendance form) in the box to be in the 
draw to win the site’s television – on display at the site showing Introduction to 
Leucaena and Introduction to Pastures videos! 

 
 

THE LEUCAENA NETWORK 
2021 AGM 

The Leucaena Network will host the 2021 AGM on Wednesday 5th May 2021 at 
4.30pm at our stand (site OP82). Join us for pre-AGM drinks and refreshments 
from 4pm. Don’t miss your chance to catch up with fellow leucaena producers 
and service providers and to have input into the future direction of the Network. 

And go into the draw for the site’s smart television! 
RSVP for catering purposes to admin@leucaena.net 

 
 

 
Introduction to Leucaena 

Gin Gin 
Following enquiries from the Fairview Field Day, the Network will host an Introduction 

to Leucaena workshop and field visit at Gin Gin on Saturday 26 June from 1pm. 
Thanks to the local graziers for your enthusiasm - we are looking forward to it! Mark 

it in your diaries and stay tuned for further details. 
 
 



 
 
 

INDUSTRY UPDATE 
PINNARENDI AND WHITEWATER 

The Leucaena Network was pleased to be a part of DAF’s Industry Update held 
in north Queensland in late March 2021. The field day commenced with a 
viewing of some of the steers that are part of the Pinnarendi Redlands / 
Wondergraze live weight gain trial and the presentation of the live weight gain 
and biomass data. The informal nature of the day provided attendees with an 
excellent opportunity to discuss the results and the implications for their 
personal situation and the northern Australian grazing industry as a whole. The 
Network’s Executive Officer, Bron Christensen was also on hand to provide an 
overview of the Network’s current projects and activities and to remind all of the 
requirements of the Leucaena Code of Practice. The Network’s Treasurer and 
Northern Gulf’s Rangelands Officer, John McLaughlin and DAF’s Emily Corbett 
were able to demonstrate the flow of Pinnarendi’s walk over weigh system and 
give an insight into the dilemma of what data is actually required by the majority 
of beef producers and how to utilise this data for the best outcomes. 
The Field Day progressed to Tom and Christine Saunder’s Whitewater Station 
where attendees were able to view and discuss the various pastures sown 
within the DAF trial including leucaena and desmanthus. 
The day concluded at the Undara Experience with presentations on the 
economics of various grazing systems, drought management strategies and 
climate tools. Bruce Mayne of Mayne Seeds and Network trial producer and 
Executive Member Brett Blennerhassett of Goshen Station provided insights 
into their leucaena focussed activities including alternative establishment 
strategies and grazing trials. At this time, DAF’s Joe Rolfe took the opportunity 
to thank Fred Chudleigh for his work on economics and drought strategies for 
northern grazing systems and to wish Fred a relaxing retirement which he 
commenced the following week. 
The day finished with the opportunity to chat over refreshments at Undara and 
to stay in one of the refurbished train carriages – highly recommended for the 
novelty! 



 
 

  



 
 
 

LEUCAENA UNDER TREES 
WHITEWATER STATION 

MOUNT SURPRISE 
Whilst the attendees at the Pinnarendi / Whitewater field day viewed 
Whitewater’s pasture trials, Bron Christensen slipped down the road to assess 
the progress of Tom and Christine’s ‘leucaena under trees’ initiative. The trial, 
which three years ago was sparse and spindly is now flourishing and providing 
Whitewater with extensive, high quality pasture for their cattle. So much so that 
the plantings are due imminently for a heavy graze and/or cut! Magnificent and 
a credit to Tom and Christine's initiative and drive in maximising the potential of 
Whitewater whilst adhering to the vegetation management laws by ‘thinking 
outside the box’! 
Stay tuned for a details of a field day to showcase Tom and Christine’s initiative, 
and the potential for similar plantings in trees, early next year. 
 

 

 

  
 

This is 'now' and the final photo is 'that was then' - when the leucaena was first planted and in early 

establishment - it has certainly been a successful establishment!



 
 

GILBERT RIVER 
AGRICULTURAL FORUM 

The Network was very pleased to be invited to present on the basics of 
leucaena production as part of the ‘Gilbert River Agricultural Forum’ hosted by 
the Etheridge Shire Council in Georgetown earlier this month. Bron 
Christensen was able to provide the attendees with the basics of leucaena 
establishment and development and the necessity for adherence to the 
Leucaena Code of Practice. This practical information was supported by Tom 
Saunders of ‘Whitewater Station’ at Mount Surprise who was able to share his 
experiences establishing leucaena on ‘Whitewater Station’, specifically planting 
leucaena in uncleared paddocks. 
The Forum was a great opportunity to meet with local graziers and farmers, 
local government representatives, service providers and industry innovators – 
all with a focus on developing Northern Australia and particularly north 
Queensland through agriculture. 
The field day following the forums was the opportunity to view and discuss 
developing and potential industries in the locality, including table grapes, 
mangoes, cotton and forage crops. 
Congratulations to Mayor Barry Hughes, Council’s Rebekah Hasse and all 
involved in the organisation of this innovative, proactive and inspiring event! 
Thank you for the invitation and we look forward to working with both the 
Council and local graziers to assist the region’s development through the 
potential introduction or increased leucaena-grass grazing systems. 

 



 
 

NTCA CONFERENCE 
More than 500 delegates had the opportunity to discuss leucaena as an option 
for improved grazing systems in the Northern Territory at the Northern Territory 
Cattlemen’s Association’s 2021 Conference held in late March. The Network 
hosted an information site where delegates had access to current case studies, 
including a focus on Northern Territory and north Queensland plantings; fact 
sheets on the basics for successful leucaena establishment; and the Executive 
Officer available for a chat and more targeted information. The Conference 
provided ample opportunities for establishing valuable working relationships 
and enjoyable events. Thanks to all who frequented the stand and we look 
forward to working with many of the Conference delegates on their leucaena 
journey. 

 

 
 

 
The Conference was a great mix of work and 'networking'! 

Photos courtesy of NTCA 



 
 

CATCHING UP - QUINCAN SPRINGS 
One of the best aspects of being involved with The Leucaena Network is the 
opportunity to get 'on farm' to see how previous trials are progress and the 

chance to catch up with forward thinking and innovative graziers. 
The recent visit to north Queensland presented the opportunity to spend some 

time with Peter and Colleen McLucas of 'Quincan Springs' Peeramon who were 
participants in the Redlands Establishment Trial from 2017-2019. Peter and 

Colleen have powered on with leucaena and it was lovely to spend some time 
with them and view their very productive leucaena in a magnificent part of the 

world. 
 

 
 

WHAT'S PLANNED FOR THE NEXT FEW MONTHS... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Month Activity 
 
 

28-29 April 

NT Field Days -Douglas Daly Research Farm, 
Northern Territory 

(presentation of DDRF LWG trial data and 
shared producer experiences) 

3 – 7 May 
Beef 2021 

Rockhampton 

Wednesday 5 May 
The Leucaena Network AGM 

@ Beef 2021 

17 – 20 May 
NT Farmers Food Futures Conference 

Darwin, NT 

26 June 
Introduction to Leucaena field day 

Gin Gin 
 



 
 

THE QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE – A BIT MORE ON CARBON…. 
 

Linking leucaena to carbon abatement opportunities in Australia 
Australian Department of the Environment and Energy. Presented at the 
International Leucaena Conference 2018 

 
The Australian Government has committed to reducing its greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions by 26‒28% below 2005 levels by 2030. The Emissions Reduction Fund 
(ERF), a center-piece of Australia’s climate change policies, provides incentives to 
reduce GHG emissions through economy-wide eligible activities, such as energy 
efficiency, waste management, revegetation, livestock management and savanna fire 
management. Emissions Reduction Fund methods define eligible activities, how to 
quantify abatement resulting from the activity and the required compliance measures. 
The requirements for developing ERF methods that quantify GHG abatement 
estimates resulting from eligible activities are described. Leucaena planting is used 
as an example. For an ERF method to be made and maintained, the activity must 
meet all the legislative requirements. This includes meeting the offsets integrity 
standards and having regard to any adverse environmental, economic and social 
impacts. 

 
Importance of silvopastoral systems for mitigation of climate change and 
harnessing of environmental benefits 
Whilst there is no specific mention of leucaena in this article, it is an excellent 
summation of the benefits of silvopastoral systems, which in South Americal often 
includes leucaena. Not dissimilar to ‘leucaena under trees’ activities currently being 
undertaken in northern Queensland. 

 
Well-managed Silvopastoral Systems (SPS) can improve overall productivity while 
sequestering C, a potential additional economic benefit for livestock farmers. In these 
systems, tree roots generally explore deeper soil depths and can contribute to 
relatively large amounts of sequestered C compared with grass monocultures or 
forest systems. Results from several studies document the importance of SPS (e.g. 
pastures with high tree densities or multistrata live fences) for the conservation of 
biodiversity. 

 
Want to read more? Full papers are accessible in the 
Members Only section at www.leucaena.net. 

 


